Gregory Rasputin

It is December of 1916; right in the middle of World War I. Russia is in massive chaos on the Eastern Front. The Central Powers managed to capture Warsaw and forced Russia to withdraw from Poland. What do you plan to do?
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You are the mad monk of Russia. You were born and have lived the life of a peasant. Through the years, you have become famous for you alleged miracles and mystic behavior. You feel you are the only one who can save the Tsar’s son, who is suffering from hemophilia (bleeding disease). You are invited to the palace, and your presence seems to aid in the healing of the Tsarovitch. The Tsarina, at least, is convinced that you have saved her son by your holy powers. You lust for wanton women and you drunkenness have given you a bad reputation, and the peasants of Russia feel that it is you who has hypnotized the Tsarina into leading Russia to her downfall. Many want you dead! 

Points to remember:

1. You must convince the Duma that you are a man of God, helping those who believe in you mystical powers. 

2. You speak in favor of Alexandra. You would never violate her or mother Russia.

3. You try to convince the Duma that you alone have powers to make Russia prosperous.

4. Do not talk about the hemophilia case unless you have no other choice. Be sure to save your own neck.

5. Condemn the Tsar’s other advisers and friends. 

6. Condemn the Bolsheviks. They are nothing but a group of bullies and murderers. They will never bring peace to Russia!

7. Condemn the democratic politicians. 

8. Act up you role. Learn as much about Rasputin as you can. Play the part of the “mad monk,” and be as convincing as possible. 

”Tsar of the land of Russia, if you hear the sound of the bell which will tell you that Grigori has been killed, you must know this: if it was your relations who have wrought my death, then no one in the family, that is to say, none of your children or relations, will remain alive for more than two years. They will be killed by the Russian people. I go, and I feel in me the divine command to tell the Russian Tsar how he must live if I have disappeared. You must reflect and act prudently. Think of your safety and tell your relations that I have paid for them with my blood. I shall be killed. I am no longer among the living. Pray, pray, be strong, and think of your blessed family.” – Rasputin
General L. G. Kornilov
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It is December of 1916; right in the middle of World War I. Russia is in massive chaos on the Eastern Front. The Central Powers managed to capture Warsaw and forced Russia to withdraw from Poland. What do you plan to do?

You, General Kornilov, have been a military man all your life. You are a veteran of a war with Japan and now with Germany. It is your opinion that Russia, which seems to have so many enemies bent on its destruction, can be ruled only by a strong man with a military mind. You are that man. Although you have supported in the past both the Social Democrat Alexander Kerensky and the Cadets or Constitutional Democrats under Paul Miliukov, you are secretly plotting to take over the government when the Tsar is finally defeated. You are particularly repulsed by Rasputin, whose scandalous behavior is ruining Russia. But, more importantly, you are upset with the way Nicholas is running the war. You feel you are supported by the army and are ready to make your move to take over the government under a military dictatorship. Now is the time.

Points to remember:

1. The time has come for responsible people to act (and obviously you are the only responsible person to do the job). Alexander Kerensky cannot be trusted because he is an ambitious politician out to gain political power at the expense of the Russian people.

2. Alexandra and Rasputin who are rumored “to be carrying on,” are to be immediately arrested. The Tsar must abdicate (give up) his throne.

3. The people of Russia should not trust the Bolsheviks. They are murderers and ruffians.

4. You are really concerned over the way Nicholas runs his war. His inefficiency was the reason Russia was so easily upset and defeated in 1905 and is losing the war to the Germans today. You are ready to take command of the army and lead it to victory.

5. The people of Russia should not listen to the revolutionary leaders. They are the enemies of Russia. Also, the peasants and workers should not get their hopes up for a constitution as the “Cadets” have promised. Peasants and workers are not equipped to rule themselves because they are uneducated and do not know what is best for them.

6. You are attempting to overthrow the government, put down the other groups, and tell everyone how great you are. You are a very proud and conceited man.

Paul Miliukov
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It is December of 1916; right in the middle of World War I. Russia is in massive chaos on the Eastern Front. The Central Powers managed to capture Warsaw and forced Russia to withdraw from Poland. What do you plan to do? 

You, Paul Miliukov, are the foremost leader of the Constitutional Democrats, also known as the Cadets. Your party, which is very strong and has many members in the Duma, feels that the one thing which can save Russia from complete collapse is a constitution which will guarantee the rights of all Russians, whether they be noble or peasant. You realize that Nicholas is an inept and incompetent man. 
But you fear, even more than the Tsar, the menace of men like Lenin and Trotsky. You can see through the Bolshevik propaganda which promises the working classes of Russia freedom and land. You know the terror which the Communists have used against the Tsar will someday be turned against everyone who does not follow the dictates of a government led by Lenin. The Bolsheviks will destroy freedom in Russia. For this reason you are not violently opposed to having a constitutional Tsar. Your program would be to have a better Tsar than Nicholas. Duma would help this new Tsar rule, approve laws, and produce a written constitution, to ensure that every citizen is protected from injustice. As far as the war with Germany is concerned, you are convinced that if the Tsar were to step down and more-qualified generals, such as Kornilov, were allowed to command, Russia would dispose of the hated Germans in time.

Points to remember:

1. What Russia needs is a constitution modeled along the lines of the one used in the United States, or a constitutional monarchy as in Great Britain.

2. You are constantly trying to get Nicholas to do the best for Russia- to step down and allow a more popular and more efficient member of the nobility (such as his brother, Grand Duke Michael) to assume the role of Tsar.

3. You hate the Bolsheviks. They are the real enemies of Russia. Anyone who incites riots cannot govern a nation justly.

4. You believe that Russia need not go through a bloody revolution to bring about change for the good. If all men keep their wits and avoid bloodshed, Russia wills once again b e a great nation.

5. General Kornilov should be given command of the Russian army to bring swift victory to the fatherland.

Michael Rodzianko
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It is December of 1916; right in the middle of World War I. Russia is in massive chaos on the Eastern Front. The Central Powers managed to capture Warsaw and forced Russia to withdraw from Poland. What do you plan to do?


You, Michael Rodzianko, are a former president of the Duma and a close friend of Alexander Kerensky. As a Social Democrat you agree with Kerensky on most issues, especially that Nicholas is an incompetent Tsar. Ever since he left the government in the hands of his wife, Alexandra, and the hated Rasputin, you have become more and more convinced that only Kerensky can successfully lead the revolution. You see all other groups as unable to be effective leaders and fill the needs of the Russian people. The Bolsheviks cannot be trusted because of their indiscriminate use of violence and murder. Lenin repulses you. The Cadets are too wishy-washy as far as you are concerned because they do not feel that the tsardom should be overthrown. But most of all, you cannot stand the Tsarina and her friend Rasputin. Your hatred of Rasputin has led you to become involved in a plot to kill him in order to save Russia from disaster. As far as you are concerned, it was an act of treason for the Tsar to leave his government in the hands of the immoral, evil Rasputin. You honestly believe that Rasputin, the Tsar, and the Tsarina must be eliminated and Kerensky installed as prime minister to lead Russia to glorious victory in World War 1

Points to remember:

1. Tsarism in Russia is no longer an efficient government. Nicholas must be forced to abdicate the throne.

2. The war against the Germans must be carried on to victory with the peoples’ hero, Alexander Kerensky, guiding Russia.

3. Russia is losing a war not because her armies are inferior to those of Germany but because the empress Alexandra, who was originally a German princess, has been operating as a spy and giving important information to Kaiser Wilhelm.

4. Russia is being ruled by the lecherous monk, Rasputin, who carries on in a manner immoral and unsuited for any human being. While he carries on with women of Petrograd, he hypnotizes the Tsarina into making stupid decisions. He is like a cancer in the government. If he does not relinquish his power over Russia, he will surely be assassinated by some patriot.

Alexander Kerensky
It is December of 1916; right in the middle of World War I. Russia is in massive chaos on the Eastern Front. The Central Powers managed to capture Warsaw and forced Russia to withdraw from Poland. What do you plan to do? 
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You, Alexander Kerensky, are leader of the Social Democrats and president of the Imperial Duma. You have no real hatred for Nicholas II as a person, but the corrupt and inefficient government which he runs will send Russia to its doom. You recognize that Nicholas is a bad and inept Tsar. He must be replaced by a more progressive man who will listen to the voice of the people. You are that man. In your opinion, the Tsar is doing a terrible job of running the war against Germany. You feel that the war should not be stopped as Lenin and the Bolsheviks would have it, but the Russian people should rally around you in an all-out effort to show the doubting world that Russia is a great military power. The Duma, or legislative assembly is the best way to make sure that no man gains too much power in the Russian government. Along with the Duma, the people of Russia should be allowed to elect their leaders by a secret ballot. You are a fervent patriot and believe that you can save Russia from the corrupt regime of Nicholas II. The only way to do that is by revolution.

Points to remember:

1. You believe that the Tsar is corrupt. Twice he has established a Duma and both times he has turned his back on the people of Russia by dissolving it. 
2. You feel that you represent the voice of the peasants and workers of Russia. The Bolsheviks offer nothing but empty promises, but you offer open and free democratic elections and a voice in the government. 

3. The Germans are enemies of Russia and must be defeated. You call for the people to overthrow Nicholas, rally behind you, and defeat the Germans “in defense of holy Russia.”

4. You are a very effective speaker. You are emotional and believe in yourself so much that it is obvious that you feel it is your mission to save Russia from the Tsar and also from the Bolsheviks.

5. The government under Alexandra has completely fallen apart. She dismisses good ministers and appoint idiots Only revolution led by Alexander Kerensky can save Russia now.

Leon Trotsky
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It is December of 1916; right in the middle of World War I. Russia is in massive chaos on the Eastern Front. The Central Powers managed to capture Warsaw and forced Russia to withdraw from Poland. What do you plan to do? 

Although born to rich parent, you have nevertheless been an ardent revolutionary since early adulthood. You have been mistreated by the Tsar for years, and twice you have been arrested and exiled to Siberia for revolutionary activities. The Tsar has thus forced you to leave you beloved Russia in fear for you life. You hate the Tsar more than any other man on earth. You should work very closely with Lenin, for you not only agree that Russia should be taken over by the Bolsheviks but also believe Lenin, your idol, is a hero who will lead Russia in its struggle against the Tsar. You particularly are against the war with Germany, in which millions of peasant lives are being sacrificed for the sake of the Tsar’s honor. The reason so many people are without bread is that the government is wasting money on the war. Peter Stolypin, the late prime minister, was also you bitter enemy. He ruthlessly executed some of your best terrorist, who was essential to the success of your revolution. 

Points you should bring out in your speech:

1. You should berate the Tsar and Stolypin, who are enemies of the common man in Russia, and call them all kinds of names. The Tsar must be eliminated; Stolypin was assassinated in 1911 but is still hated because he tried to blunt the appeal of revolutionaries by pushing for reform. 

2. Lenin is the hero of the workers and peasants of Russia. You should spend a good deal of time telling the masses that Lenin is the man to lead them against the Tsar and form the communist society in which all men are equal.

3. The people of Russia should lay down their arms against their German brother and use them instead against the Tsar in their fight for “Bread, Land, and Freedom.”

4. The government is corrupt. It overspends on war and big palaces and parties while the peasants and workers are starving.

5. You should make a general call for the factory workers to strike, the peasants to riot, and the soldiers to mutiny against the Tsar. You, Trotsky, will lead the greater army against the evil Russian government.
Vladimir Lenin
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It is December of 1916; right in the middle of World War I. Russia is in massive chaos on the Eastern Front. The Central Powers managed to capture Warsaw and forced Russia to withdraw from Poland. What do you plan to do? 

When you were just thirteen, Tsar Alexander II hanged your older brother because he was accused of plotting a revolution. Ever since then you have dedicated your life to the destruction of Tsarism and Nicholas II. You have been greatly influenced by the ideas of Karl Marx, who called for the complete destruction of Tsarism and the rich and moneyed class of people. You are convinced that the only way the Tsar can be defeated is by violent revolution, so for years while in exile in Switzerland you have been trying to direct terrorism and strike against the government of Russia. As leader of the Bolsheviks you have worked closely with your friend Trotsky to organize the workers of Russia to overthrow the Tsar’s regime. You will take any means to do so. You have promised the peasants and workers of Russia that Russia will belong to them when the Bolsheviks come to power. Only when the people work together will there is enough food to go around. You have a particular hatred of former Prime Minister Stolypin, who executed many of your best men and tried halfway reforms. Although you do not like Alexander Kerensky, you realize that his more moderate position might appeal to the peasants, so as a last effort you might urge the people to follow him. You can take over the government afterwards.

Points to remember:

1. You believe the Tsar has to go. He has lived richly at the expense of the poor people too long. 

2. Stolypin was a man to be hated and mistrusted. His plan to give land to the peasants was a fraud and a tool just to keep the people from stirring up any trouble. He executed many innocent people with the use of “Stolypin’s necktie,” the hangman’s noose.

3. You promise the people of Russia a society in which all men are equal as they should be. Those born into rich families will not be given special privileges.

4. Russia must stop fighting this immoral war against Germany. Wars started by generals and Tsars, but it is the workers and peasants who fight and die in them. The German soldiers are brothers of the Russian soldiers because they are workers and peasants too. The guns that are killing Germans should be turned against the Tsar in violent revolution.

5. You are a great name-caller and call Stolypin and Nicholas every name you can in order to stir up hatred against them.

6. Speech stating your views: The situation is critical in the extreme. In fact is now absolutely clear that to delay the uprising would be fatal. With all my might I urge comrades to realize that everything now hangs by a thread; that we are confronted by problems which are not to be solved by conferences or congresses (even congresses of soviets), but exclusively by peoples, by the masses, by the struggle of the armed people. We must not wait. We may lose everything! Who must take power? If we seize power today, we seize it not in opposition to the soviets but on their behalf. The seizure of power is the business of the uprising; its political purpose will become clear after the seizure… it would be an infinite crime on the part of the revolutionaries were they to let the chances slip, knowing that the salvation of the revolution, the offer of peace, the salvation of Petrograd, salvation from famine, the transfer of the land to the peasant depend upon the,. The government is tottering. It must be given the death-blow at all costs.
Prime Minister Peter Stolypin
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It is December of 1916; right in the middle of World War I. Russia is in massive chaos on the Eastern Front. The Central Powers managed to capture Warsaw and forced Russia to withdraw from Poland. What do you plan to do? 


You, Peter Stolypin, have been appointed prime minister of Russia. Your faith and allegiance belong to Tsar Nicholas. Absolutely nothing could shake your trust in him, and you strongly believe that every Russian should have the same attitude. You are particularly repulsed by the terrorists and revolutionaries, such as Lenin and Trotsky, who order wholesale assassinations of government officials and policemen who are loyal to the Tsar. You have a reputation for dealing with those cheap punks severely. Although you have executed many revolutionaries, you feel that peasants should get a fair shake in life, so you and Nicholas have instituted some plans in favor of the peasants. You have allowed peasants, if they wish, to claim a small portion of the land they are working on as their own. This system, in your opinion, is much more efficient than the old communal (sharing of land) system set up by Nicholas’ grandfather, Alexander II. You are a very stern man and aim to deal harshly with any more uprisings by the Bolsheviks. But, you are also a firm believer in avoiding violence whenever possible and are wiling to listen to anyone who is a true representative of the peasants. 

Points you should bring out in your speech:

1. Strict allegiance to the Tsar is the only rational way Russia will survive these troubled times. The people must trust their beloved Nicholas!

2. Under no circumstances will you allow terrorists to go unpunished.

3. Lenin and Trotsky are bullies and murderers. They order assassinations which indiscriminately harm innocent people. They even tried to kill you, but instead their bombs seriously injured your young son and daughter. Only butchers would do this, not good men of Russia.

4. The peasants of Russia should trust in you because for the first time in history they are getting the chance to own and work their own plots of land. You promise to open four million acres of government land for sale to peasants for a small price.

5. You are not a violent and evil man as the Bolsheviks claim. You will retaliate with violence only when violence is used against Nicholas and Alexandra and their government.

Tsarina Alexandra Feodorovna
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It is December of 1916; right in the middle of World War I. Russia is in massive chaos on the Eastern Front. The Central Powers managed to capture Warsaw and forced Russia to withdraw from Poland. What do you plan to do? 


You, Alexandra, Empress of Russia, cannot understand why the people have turned against your husband, Nicholas. He ha snot been a harsh Tsar. His reign has been burdened by many hardships and personal tragedies, especially the incurable disease of your son Alexis, heir to the throne, who has hemophilia. Although this has been a great strain on you, you are determined not to show it or to tell the Russian people of your son’s disease. You feel that your husband has been surrounded by traitors such as Kerensky, Lenin, and Rodzianko. Rodzianko is especially repulsive to you since you know that he is involved in a plot to kill you friend and savior of your son, Rasputin. Rasputin is the only man that can be trusted to help your husband save Russia from the likes of Lenin. Whatever Rasputin says, you will faithfully obey, for he has successfully foretold the future and has Russia’s best interests in mind. Although you are not really suited to run the government in Nicholas’s absence, you feel that you can answer the challenge with the help of Rasputin.   If only Peter Stolypin, you’re trusted prime minister, were alive as well.

Points to remember:

1. You believe that the people of Russia should be loyal to Nicholas in these trying times.
2. The war effort against Germany should be increased until victory is attained. To desert now would be to bring shame upon Russia in the eyes of the world, especially your allies, Britain and France

3. You think Kerensky is a self-speaking, ambitious, power hungry idiot; you think that Lenin promises the workers and peasants a better life but has no practical way to give it to them; you believe that Rodzianko, an assassin and traitor , is out to destroy Russia by murdering the man of God, Rasputin

4. You trust in Rasputin. He is good and righteous and knows what is best for Russia.

5. You trust in the Tsar’s ministers, who are friends of the peasants and have done so much for them.

6. Most of all, you trust in God. He will deliver Russia from her enemies, both external and internal. God save holy Russia.
Tsar Nicholas II


It is December of 1916, right in the middle of World War I. Russia is in massive chaos on the Eastern Front. The Central Powers managed to capture Warsaw and forced Russia to withdraw from Poland. What do you plan to do? 
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You, Nicholas II, are a member of the family which has ruled Russia for the past 300 years. You are very proud man and have a deep love and respect for Russia and its people. But, above that, you feel that the only system of government making all the important decisions. You are very conscious of Russia’s reputation in the conscious of Russia’s reputation in the eyes of the other European nations, especially Britain and France, your allies. For this reason success in the World War I against Germany must be gained at any price of cost. Although you do not like Rasputin personally, you feel that he has great wisdom and might be able to help your wife run the government, help your wife run the government. You honestly fear that such men as Kerensky and Lenin, who are trying to start a revolution, are enemies of Russia. If you had your way, you would exile them to Siberia and restore the Russian people’s faith in the tradition of Tsarist rule.
Points to remember:

1. You believe you really have the interests of the peasants in mind.

2. It is the revolutionaries who are trying to stir up trouble and are keeping you from starting programs to better the lives of the peasants.

3. If the Duma does not quit speaking out against the government and tearing the nation apart, you will simply dissolve it.

4. Although food is scarce in Russia, it is necessary that the people make sacrifices for the military effort against the Germans. Only when every Russian takes full part in the war effort will everyone prosper.

5. Alexander Kerensky, Vladmir Lenin, and Leon Trotsky are men not to be trusted. They are out to rule Russia for their own personal gain. Lenin and Trotsky, in fact, are traitors and criminals who have been hiding in Switzerland and the United States, waiting for the right time to seize power.

6. Under no circumstances will you allow the government to fall from your hands. The people must trust you.

7. You would ask the people to follow the government headed by your wife, Alexandra, while you are leading the valiant troops against the Germans to victory. God save Russia. 
Father Georgi Gapon
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It is December of 1916, right in the middle of World War I. Russia is in massive chaos on the Eastern Front. The Central Powers managed to capture Warsaw and forced Russia to withdraw from Poland. What do you plan to do? 
You, Father Gapon, are a man of God. You believe that God would not send such a man as Nicholas to rule the Russian people because Nicholas is a bad Tsar. Instead, God has sent you to help the people gain the rights and food that they deserve. You have a deep hatred of Nicholas, whom you nicknamed “Bloody Nicholas.” You are the man who once led a group of demonstrating reforms, and in return 300 innocent people were killed by the Tsar’s guards. This incident has become known as “Bloody Sunday.” You are also offended by the presence of Rasputin (a reputed holy man who in reality dishonors the nation) in the government. He claims he is a “holy man,” but you see that he is a fraud, out only for his own personal gain. He is a disgrace to all priests and churchmen of Russia. You also see the fraud in the promises of Lenin and Trotsky. They are also enemies of Russia and threaten the religious backing of the people. You are a man of peace and feel that the war is immoral and that Russia must withdraw from war with Germany. Russia needs a kind but strong ruler to lead her, but more important the masses of peasants need bread. This is your major concern. 
Points to remember:

1.    The tsar fails to listen to the real needs of the peasants. He thinks they need to fight harder for the glory of Russia when they really need food for their empty stomachs.

2. Rasputin is a disgrace to Russia and Christianity. He is a drunkard and not a holy man at all. Hi just an example of how corrupt the Tsar’s government is.

3. Nicholas is a murderer and unfit to rule: the events of “bloody Sunday” bear this out. Be sure the people never forget this massacre.

4. You call for an immediate end to the war with Germany and an all-out effort by the Tsar to supply the people with the food they are entitled to. If this cannot be done then you no longer be responsible for the actions the people will take.

5. The people of Russia must not be misled by men like Lenin. He is an admitted atheist and anybody who does not believe in God cannot be a friend of Russia.

6.  The demands made by Father George Gapon and the Assembly of Factory Workers. 
(1) An 8-hour day and freedom to organize trade unions. 
(2) Improved working conditions, free medical aid, higher wages for women workers. 
(3) Elections to be held for a constituent assembly by universal, equal and secret suffrage.
(4) Freedom of speech, press, association and religion.
(5) An end to the war with Japan.
