Name: ___________________________________
Eugenics Archive Guiding Worksheet

Eugenics in the early 20th century: Eugenics is the ‘Science of Human Improvement by Better Breeding’ 

‘eugenics’ (Greek - ‘wellborn’) coined by Francis Galton in 1883 (British) 

From observations, Galton concluded that people didn’t only inherit physical characteristics, like eye colour, but they also inherited ‘natural abilities’ like intelligence. The public were becoming more and more interested in the idea that social differences and problems, such as poverty and crime are caused by human biology (cells etc). This makes some people superior to others. Galton’s theories fitted well with Darwin’s Theories of evolution.   The Eugenics Education Society was founded in 1907 with Galton as president.  Similar societies were founded in many other countries before the First World War.  Between 1910 and 1930 eugenics was an extremely successful social movement which certainly aided Hitler’s goals in Germany. It was accepted in most sections of society and shades of political opinion.  

Eugenicists tried to make their point by making poor immigrants hold banners with messages like: 

· ‘I am a burden to myself and the state. Should I be allowed to propagate?’

· ‘I must drink alcohol to sustain life . Shall I transfer the craving to other?’

· ‘Would the prisons asylum be filled if my kind had no children?‘

· ‘I cannot read this sign. By what right have I children?’

· Please go to website: http://www.eugenicsarchive.org/eugenics/branch.pl
· Enter the archive

· Choose ONE of the virtual exhibits to further explore.  You may want to scan through a few before you decide.  

· Everyone will turn in this worksheet for a grade. 

· As a group, you will present your findings on a poster.

Virtual Exhibit:










History/Social Structures

When did eugenics first thrive?  How long did it last?

Who participated in eugenic studies?  

Can you give some reasons as to why eugenics occurred in the U.S.?

Who were the oppressed? Who suffered from eugenic studies?

Science

What was the hypothesis of eugenic scientists?

What was the evidence to support this claim?

How would you refute this claim?  What evidence do we know today that challenges eugenics?

Personal Reaction

How do you think those that were targeted by eugenics felt?

What was your reaction when you read this?  Describe.

Are there still underlying tones of eugenics?  Would you say this concept is totally eradicated?

What other questions remain? 

