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Perhaps greater than their language, and architectural achievements is the legacy of Roman law.  Because it expanded with the empire to govern all with equal justice, Roman law  helped the government rule different cultures and a variety of separate communities.  Based upon tolerance and rationality, the law of the Romans reflected the genius for abstracting general principles for experience.


The first code of law for Rome was called the Twelve Tables (see below) which greatly aided the Plebeians in their search for equality and was written around 450 B. C.  As the empire grew the law expanded and was rewritten to reflect the newer customs and the Stoic teachings, and took on a note of clarity and universality that would set a standard for the empire its subjects and the world of the future.  It also borrowed from the best of other law codes such as 'innocent until proven guilty' originating from Hebrew law


As time past, Magistrates known as praetors were permitted flexibility in interpreting the law according to the situation of the case, rather than being bound by rigid pronouncement for all cases.  Because such interpretations were models used by other praetors they became legal precedents.  


As Rome continued to dominate ever greater portions of the world and law cases grew in number, skilled lawyers would aid and advise, and they began to specialize in interpretation, especially in cases arising among non-citizens of Rome.  This was the beginning of modern equity law and the concept was incorporated into the Roman legal system.  As a result, Roman law was based on precedent, but made flexible by a sense of equity and influenced by the humanitarianism of Stoic philosophy.


Review the laws below which are taken from the original Twelve Tables.  For each of the laws give an explanation of why the law nay have existed and whether or not you believe it is just.
Twelve Tables

A.) When a debt of court is not paid within the given time, the debtor may be punished with debt or sold across the Tiber River.

B.) Deformed offspring may be put to death by the father.

C.) A father shall during his whole life, have absolute power over his children.  He may sell, imprison, or put his son to death.

D.) All women shall be under the authority of a guardian.

E.) Length of procession by a non-citizen can not give him title to property as against a Roman citizen.

F.) Things sold and delivered shall not become the property of the buyer until he has paid or otherwise satisfied the seller.

G.) Holders of property along a road shall maintain the road to keep it passable; but if it be impassable, anyone may drive his beast or cart where he wishes.

H.) For breaking or bruising a freedman's bone with hand or club, the fine shall be 300 pieces  (Roman coins); if a slaves bone 150 pieces.

I.) Branches of a tree may be lopped off all around to a height of more than 15 feet.  Should a tree on a neighbors property be bent crooked by a wind and lean over your farm, action may be taken for removal of that tree.

J.) If a person sings a song that insults another person, he shall be clubbed to death.
K.) Any legally constituted judge or arbitrator who is convicted of taking a bribe for a decision shall  suffer the death penalty.

L.) For any man whatsoever to be put to death without a trial is forbidden.

M.) Whoever is convicted of giving false witness shall be thrown down from the Tarpeian Rock (  a cliff on a hill in Rome).
