[image: image1.jpg]


Witness Report----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------->

Jean-Paul Marat -

From a relatively early date, you advocated doing away with the 

monarchy and raged against more moderate revolutionary leaders. In

July 1790 you wrote "Five or six hundred heads cut off would have assured 

your repose, freedom and happiness. A false humanity has held your arms

 and suspended your blows; because of this millions of your brothers will

 lose their lives." You approved of the September 1792 massacres of jailed "enemies of the Revolution" and established the "Committee of Surveillance" whose role was to root out antirevolutionaries. You composed the death lists from which the innocent and the guilty alike were executed. One of your victims may have been the chemist Antoine Lavoisier.


This Marat is said to love carnage like a vulture," a British observer D. Moore wrote, "and delights in human sacrifice like Moloch, god of the Ammonites."  You are described as the perfect caricature of a new breed of French Revolutionary called a sans-culotte (literally, "without breeches" - those knee-huggers being fashionable among the aristocracy and imitated by the bourgeoisie). You dressed in rags, with your hair overgrown and tucked under a rag soaked in vinegar.  Your skin disease gave you the appearance of a reptile. "Marat is a little man of a cadaverous complexion," Moore wrote. "To a painter of massacres, Marat's head would be inestimable."  Marat was regarded by his fellow deputies as a loathsome figure, yet one imbued with a remarkable immunity from the personal destruction meted out to so many other politicians. Even your "allies" - among them, Robespierre, Danton and St.-Just, the hardline radicals - were more fearful than admiring. Marat's approval could make a man's career, but his condemnation could precipitate downfall and even death. While one could toady to Marat through correspondence, his disgusting appearance and cadaverous odor made public contact more daunting. Dr. Moore describes how you were "avoided on all sides, and when he seats himself those near him generally rise and change their places." In the course of one debate in the Convention, Marat, addressing the writer Louvet, became animated and placed your hand on the latter's shoulder. Louvet recoiled in horror and screeched, "Ne me touchez pas!"

 
Marat given a prominent role by Robespierre owing to his influence over the mob. While not yet a dictator himself, there can be little doubt that your ambition knew no bounds. You was pushing for it - this, ultimately, was "the place where I belonged". You were stabbed in your bathtub by Charlotte Corday in 1793. Mademoiselle Corday was a Girondin and her action provoked reprisals in which thousands of enemies of the Jacobins -- royalists and Girondins alike -- were executed on supposed charges of treason. Corday herself was guillotined on July 17, 1793 for the murder.  You support both Robespierre’s beliefs and his actions as they were very much like your own.


Remember to dress and act in character.  Make sure you dress as he would have...etc.  Don't forget to write a 2-3 page detailed autobiography of your character, the reason you plan to behave as you will on the stand and your purpose in the trial (due the day the trial begins).  This page is only to get you started on your research.  Use the West Valley of De Anza College libraries and from there go to the even better San Jose State University or Santa Clara University libraries.
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