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Witness Report----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------->

Louis XVI -
You ascended the throne at the age of twenty; you were of average

 intelligence, but was not overly concerned with the running of the country. In the French imagination, you were seen as representing everything that the Estates 

opposed: centralized government, wealth, indifference. Louis XVI, king of

 France, arrived in the wrong historical place at the wrong time and soon

 found himself overwhelmed by events beyond his control. Ascending the

 throne in 1774, Louis inherited a realm driven nearly bankrupt through the opulence of your predecessors Louis XIV and XV. After donning the crown, things only got worse. The economy spiraled downward (unemployment in Paris in 1788 is estimated at 50%), crops failed, the price of bread and other food soared. The people were not happy. To top it off, Louis had the misfortune to marry a foreigner, the Austrian Marie Antoinette. The anger of the French people, fueled by xenophobia, targeted Marie as a prime source of their problems. 

In 1788, Louis was forced to reinstate France's National Assembly (the Estates-General) which quickly curtailed your powers. In July of the following year, the mobs of Paris stormed the hated prison at the Bastille. Feeling that power was shifting to their side, the mob forced the imprisonment of you and your family.   Louis's position, further compromised by the plots of émigré circles, was definitively ruined when the royal family attempted (June, 1791) to flee France in disguise. They were apprehended at Varennes, and their attempted flight was considered proof of their treasonable dealings with foreign powers. Louis was forced to accept the constitution of 1791, which limited his power, but preserved the royal veto and his power to appoint ministers.

After your return you was in communication with Austria and Prussia, urging them to rescue him. In 1792 the early reverses of the French army in the war with Austria and Prussia and the duke of Brunswick's threat to destroy Paris if the royal family were harmed infuriated the Paris sans-culottes. The king and his family were imprisoned in the Temple (Aug 10, 1792). In September, simultaneously with the defeat of the Prussians at Valmy, the Convention declared a Republic. Incriminating evidence against Louis was later found, and you was tried (Dec.–Jan.) by the Convention. Found guilty by a unanimous vote, he was sentenced to death by a vote of 361 to 288, with 72 calling for a delay.
You cannot stand Maximillien Robespiere who along Committee of Public Safety was responsible for putting the nobles, including Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette to trial.  In fact, you think it’s a farce that he is even permitted to have a trial when he tried to deny you one.  While you think the Girondins were greedy and self-indulgent, at least they thought you had the right to a trial, and the Jacobins did not. Robespierre, who was a radical Jacobin, had this to say on the subject:

"Louis cannot be judged, he has already been judged. He has been condemned, or else the republic is not blameless. To suggest putting Louis XVI on trial, in whatever way, is a step back towards royal and constitutional despotism; it is a counter-revolutionary idea; because it puts the Revolution itself in the dock. After all, if Louis can still be put on trial, Louis can be acquitted; he might be innocent. Or rather, he is presumed to be until found guilty. But if Louis is acquitted, if Louis can be presumed innocent, what becomes of the Revolution?


Remember to dress and act in character.  Make sure you dress as he would have...etc.  Don't forget to write a 2-3 page detailed autobiography of your character, the reason you plan to behave as you will on the stand and your purpose in the trial (due the day the trial begins).  This page is only to get you started on your research.  Use the West Valley of De Anza College libraries and from there go to the even better San Jose State University or Santa Clara University libraries.
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