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Witness Report----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------->

Georges Danton


Of all the major figures of the Reign of Terror, you,  Georges-Jacques

 Danton is probably the easiest to sympathize with. You, unlike many of your 

comrades, emerge from the pages of history as a normal human being---albeit with an abnormal amount of courage and intelligence. But as Camille Desmoulins notes"I used to think that he wasn't a very complicated person. But he is-very complicated, very subtle, in himself. Its only what he wants that is simple. Power, money, land...."


You became a major player in the French Revolution as a Jaobin leader.  You were instrumental in speaking to the people of Paris (and well loved by the commoners), a leader of the national guard, and a liaison to the armed forces.  You supported the trial and were among those who voted for the death of the king (January 1793). You also had a conspicuous share in the creation of the famous Revolutionary Tribunal, which you thought needed to be created in order to prevent disorderly popular vengeance which had caused much bloodshed in September 1792. You supported both the elimination of the bourgeoisie led Girondins who remained committed to a king and to that of the group know as the Heberists who were anxious to force France into anarchy.  After you felt order was restored, you tried to stop the violence and weaken the Committee of Public Safety.  Many on the committee began to plot against you.  Finally, Robespierre agreed it was best to silence Danton and on March 30, Danton, Desmoulins and others of the party were suddenly arrested. Danton displayed such vehemence before the revolutionary tribunal that his enemies feared he would gain the crowd's favor. The Convention, in one of its worst fits of cowardice, assented to a proposal made by Saint-Just that, if a prisoner showed want of respect for justice, the tribunal might pronounce sentence without further delay. Danton was at once condemned, and led, in company with fourteen others, including Camille Desmoulins, to the guillotine. "I leave it all in a frightful welter," he said; "not a man of them has an idea of government. Robespierre will follow me; he is dragged down by me. Ah, better be a poor fisherman than meddle with the government of men!"   You see Robespierre as a good politician but a flawed man who lost control and being corrupted by power despite his own personal hat he was entirely “virtuous.”

FAMOUS DANTON QUOTES:

"In revolutions authority remains with the greatest scoundrels."

"Thou wilt show my head to the people, it is worth seeing."

“If only I could leave my balls to Robespierre and my legs to Couthon the Committee might live a little longer.”


Remember to dress and act in character.  Make sure you dress as he would have...etc.  Don't forget to write a 2-3 page detailed autobiography of your character, the reason you plan to behave as you will on the stand and your purpose in the trial (due the day the trial begins).  This page is only to get you started on your research.  Use the West Valley of De Anza College libraries and from there go to the even better San Jose State University or Santa Clara University libraries.
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