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Witness Report------------------------------------------------------------------>

Camille Desmoullins –

Camille Desmoulins was born in Guise, Picardy on March 2, 1760, the eldest of six children of Jean-Louis and Madeleine Desmoulins. 

Precocious and mischievous, Camille was sent on a scholarship at age 

ten to Louis-le-Grand in Paris, an exclusive and prestigious school mainly attended by aristocrats, where he met a grave, gentle boy two years older than himself by the name of Maximilien de Robespierre. The two became close friends. Camille Desmoulins, an uncompromising republican, questioned why supporters of the Revolution were content with an arrangement that left so much power in the hands of the monarch.  His friendship with Robespierre produced great results and  lasted for over twenty years until Desmoullins believed Robespierre’s forces had grown too powerful and were in danger of creating its own tyranny.  Robespierre grudgingly had Desmoullins arrested and signed Camille's death warrant. (It was rumored that Robespierre came to Camille's prison cell telling him that he could release him if he would be a witness for the prosecution---Camille refused) Camille, Maxime, Jerome Petion, Stanislaus Freron, among others, became part of a circle that read Plutarch and Rousseau and dreamed of saving France. 


You gave the impression of being very immature for a man in his thirties, a fact that Robespierre took full advantage of when defending you, (which he did all the time) describing his friend as "a spoiled child." Camille was an exceptionally brilliant journalist, but not a very effective speaker due to his stammer and not a very efficient deputy due to his irresponsibility. Camille could be nasty, vindictive, and vicious, despite the beauty and poignancy of his latter prose in favor of clemency, in the early days of the Revolution he had been known as "The Lantern Lawyer" for his advocacy of hanging aristocrats on the light posts.  You like Robespierre and believe he is generally good, but believe the power got to him and the time for the terror was at an end.  You “stood up for liberty” and were in the end struck down for that reason.
.


Remember to dress and act in character.  Make sure you dress as he would have...etc.  Don't forget to write a 2-3 page detailed autobiography of your character, the reason you plan to behave as you will on the stand and your purpose in the trial (due the day the trial begins).  This page is only to get you started on your research.  Use the West Valley of De Anza College libraries and from there go to the even better San Jose State University or Santa Clara University libraries.
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