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     Hemmerich, Herzman, & Davey, 2017-2018
Class Film Permission Slip
Our school suggests a parental permission for your student to view movies that are used in our curriculum, or that are selected by our teachers, which are rated PG-13 or R.   We believe showing your son or daughter films or portions of films such as Band of Brothers, Schindler’s List, Life is Beautiful, or Pan’s Labyrinth helps enable them to benefit from another medium as a resource in their study of English and history.    We understand that in some scenes within these movies there are difficult sequences to watch, yet were we to eliminate every movie deemed to have something objectionable in it, we would lose the use of relevant parts as tools for learning from events that actually happened.
Movies, along with our hands-on activities such as reading, in-class discussion groups, trials, debates, and research projects, give students a well-rounded opportunity to discover the world of history and enrich English class. Movies go beyond dry facts and help bring events “alive.”  Unfortunately World History is at times very depressing and horrifying at times, but the films help bring empathy from our students.

In general, the movie content Issues are intense, realistically graphic sequences of war violence, with limited nudity, and language.  Be assured that we will use proper discretion when showing movies.  Should you choose not to allow your child to watch the any of the films we have selected, please write Mr. Davey a note below and the team will get together and determine an alternative assignment.

Thank you for taking the time to read and sign this permission form.   There are many excerpts of films that will be shown in class but the films that will be shown in their entirety include the following (brief description from IMDB or Rotten Tomatoes): 
A Very Long Engagement (2004) Rated R directed by Jean-Pierre Jeunet:
Tells the story of a young woman's relentless search for her fiancé, who has disappeared from the trenches of the Somme during World War I.
Danton (1983) PG (in France but could be PG-13 in America) directed by Andrzej Wajda
Danton is an intimate epic about the political struggles in the years following the French Revolution as embodied by two of its most famous ideologues.  It has the visual trappings of a costume drama and is shot like a particularly elegant documentary.  The film is a richly suggestive French film about power, liberty, and bureaucracy set during the height of the reign of terror in 1793.
Life is Beautiful (1997) Rated PG-13 directed by Roberto Benigni:
In this WW II tragicomedy, famed Italian funnyman Roberto Benigni (The Monster) portrays Guido, who moves during the '30s from the country to a Tuscan town, where he is entranced by schoolteacher Dora.  Later he marries Dora but ends up in a concentration camp with his son. 
LORE (2012) Rated R, directed by Cate Shortland
As the Allies sweep across Germany, Lore leads her siblings on a journey that exposes them to the truth of their parents' pro-NAZI beliefs. An encounter with a mysterious refugee forces Lore to rely on a person she has always been taught to hate.  Lore” offers up its lessons for all time. Citizens everywhere are often lost in the fog of their nation's propaganda, until reality comes crashing in.
Pan’s Labyrinth, (2006) Rated R directed by Guillermo del Toro
Pan's Labyrinth is Alice in Wonderland for grown-ups, with the horrors of both reality and fantasy blended together into an extraordinary, spellbinding fable set just after the Spanish Civil War.
The Rape of Nanking: Nanjing Massacre (documentary in parts) Not Rated, but could be R
Chronicles the graphic violence committed by Japanese soldiers on Chinese civilians during the Rape of Nanking in 1937.  Also discusses the International Safety Zone set up by westerners which protected as many as 300,000 Chinese civilians.
Saving Private Ryan (1998) (opening clip only), Rated R directed by Steven Spielberg
Steven Spielberg directed this powerful, realistic re-creation of WWII's D-day invasion and the immediate aftermath.
Schindler’s List (1993) (edited for length rather than content) Rated R directed by Steven Spielberg
Schindler's List blends the abject horror of the Holocaust with Steven Spielberg's signature tender humanism to create the director's dramatic masterpiece.
Whale Rider (2002) PG–13 directed by Niki Caro. After losing her twin brother and mother at childbirth, a young Maori girl finds herself amidst a collision of traditions as her tribe searches for its next chief.
*** Mr. Davey will also offer some films for extra credit.  You will, however, be able to sign at the time if you wish your child to watch the film.

Student Name_____________________________

____ Yes, I give my son/daughter permission to view curriculum and school appropriate full-length movies rated PG-13 or R. 

____ No, I do not give my son/daughter permission to view curriculum and school appropriate full-length movies of the types mentioned in this letter. I understand alternate learning experiences will be provided for my child while the movie is being watched.   In particular I am concerned with:__________________ and would like my child to have another learning tool provided.
  
Parent/Guardian signature__________________________

Notes to teacher: 

