Saratoga High School








         Mr. Davey

Media Arts Program - World History

Guide to Class

Welcome

I am looking forward to a successful year by broadening your understanding of World History.  With some effort everyone can be successful in this class.  I encourage everyone to participate in the classroom activities and have fun.

PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT: 

is to explain the expectations and grading procedures for your World History class. You are expected to share this information with your parents and place this in the front of your notebook.

COURSE OVERVIEW: 

We will study, analyze, and discuss selected themes and topics concerning World History. Since this is a survey course, we will follow the California State Framework by focusing the bulk of our time on the twentieth century. The first semester will focus on the development of democracy, technology, and European Imperialism which created the modern Nation State and conclude with World War I. As topics of study move to the 20th century, students should gain an understanding of the significance and consequences of various 20th century wars, the cold war and modern current events. Political ideologies, such as Fascism, Communism, Leninism, Democratic-Socialism, and Nazism will be explored along with the twentieth century's most reprehensible reoccurring event: the prevalence of genocide.
As per Saratoga High School's ESLRs you will have ample opportunity to demonstrate that you are academically Self directed learners, Complex thinkers, Effective communicators, Effective and Ethical Citizens, Collaborative workers and Healthy individuals.

STUDENT OBLIGATIONS:

1.    RESPECT

Respect for self, fellow students, and the teacher is necessary in the classroom. Each member of the class is a valuable individual and should be treated as such.  Therefore, interrupting or disrespecting fellow class members or the teacher in any form including put-downs, swearing, complaining, and/or class disruptions will NOT be tolerated.  Cell phones will not be tolerated for personal use during class time.
2.    ATTENDANCE/TARDIES

All students are expected to be on time for class. Being on time means being in your seat before the bell rings.  Tardies, unexcused absences, and missing important days will effect your grade.
3.    MATERIALS

All students are expected to come to class prepared.  This means each student MUST BRING a pen or pencil, paper, notebook and the appropriate text to class EVERY day. 

4.    HOMEWORK

Homework will be assigned daily.  It is the student's responsibility to turn in all homework on time in class.  Work turned in after the teacher collects it is considered late. Work turned in late as a result of unexcused absences will not earn credit. Students will be allowed to turn in three late assignments within one week of the due date for half credit. All other late work will be allowed only for those students absent due to illness or other excused absences and must be turned in within two days of the student's absence. Remember, due to the nature of some assignments, not all work can be made up.  In the second semester, there will be a “NO Homework option” to be explained at that time.
      a.) World History Main Page: (http://www.mrdaveyspage.com) It will be expected that students download and print assignments from the internet daily. From my main page students should click on MAP World History.  There will be no excuses accepted for "computer problems".  An-in-class computer and computers in the library will be available if students cannot print assignments from home. For these situations, printing in the classroom can only be done before school or after school. These alternatives should only be used if there are computer problems or if students do not have internet access at home. These alternatives should not be used due to student irresponsibility.

STUDENT BILL OF RIGHTS



      1.______________________







2.______________________

GRADING POLICY
Grades are based on the accumulation of points from a variety of sources. The final semester grade is determined by your percentage of points possible. The scale is as follows:

A+   = 98-100%

B+  = 87.0-89.4%

C+  = 77-79.5%

D  = 60-66.9%


A     = 90-97.9%

B   = 80-86.9%


C    = 69.5-76.9%
D- = 58.0-59.9%

A-    = 89.5-89.9%
B-  = 79.5-79.9%




 
D+  = 67.0-69.4%
F   = 57.9% and below

Points are earned from the following sources:

A) Class Participation, Projects, and Papers (40%) -Participation includes social behavior, attendance, punctuality, performance in class activities (debates, simulations, discussions, and notes on videos), quantity and quality of your answers, group work and attitude.  All major papers, trials, and team projects will also be counted in this category.  Sleeping in class will obviously hurt your grade!  This category also includes all class work and periodic notebook checks.  An overall participation grade will be given at approximately six-week intervals based on the above criteria. Joint projects from MAP English and MA1 will also be included here.
B) Exams and Quizzes (28%) - Tests will come at the conclusion of each unit. Major quizzes will be interspersed to make sure you are comprehending the material.   There will be an option to debrief tests to move your grade up to 70% for most exams to help you fix the gaps in your learning. (http://www.getwellkathleen.us/worldhistory/19thcent/TestDebrief.doc) 
C) Homework Assignments (17%) - Since learning does not stop as soon as you walk outside of the classroom homework will be assigned almost everyday. Homework assignments will assume various forms: including section review questions, reading notes from the text, journal writings, and group research projects are a few examples.  In the second semester students will have a no homework option.
D) Final Examination (15%) - A comprehensive final exam will be given at the conclusion of the semester. Since this exam covers all of the material throughout the semester it would be helpful to periodically review your notes, tests, text, etc. to avoid cramming for the exam. 
OFFICE HOURS 

I will hold office hours during tutorials, during my prep period (7th), though this will be a bit limited during basketball season and during lunch.  I also highly recommend you use your tutorial time by coming in for help. I prefer to be reached for appointments at my email: mdavey@lgsuhsd.org and will infrequently check my phone 867-3411x311   

Academic Honor Policy: Any and all forms of cheating will not be tolerated. I will follow the school’s Academic Integrity Policy.

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read the information above on the "World History Requirements" sheet and I understand its content.

Student Name (Printed):__________________________

Student's Signature:_____________________________
Date:_______________

Parent's Signature:____________________________       Date:_______________

______________________________________________________________________________________

