	The Legislative Assembly

	Radicals
	Moderates
	Conservatives

	· Sat on the left side of the hall; were called left-wing and said to be on the left

· Opposed the king and the idea of a monarchy

· Wanted sweeping changes in government and proposed that common people have full power in republic
	· Sat in the center of the hall and were called centrists

· Wanted some changes in government, but not as many as the radicals
	· Sat on the right side of the hall; were called right-wing and said to be on the right

· Upheld the idea of a limited monarchy

· Wanted few changes in government


STUDY GUIDE

The French Revolution

Themes:

v The financial crisis that impelled the French monarchy to call the Estates General

v The transformation of the Estates General into the National Assembly, the Declaration of the

Rights of Man and Citizen, and the reconstruction of the political and ecclesiastical institutions of

France

v The second revolution, the end of the monarchy, and the turn to more radical reforms

v The war between France and the rest of Europe

v The Reign of Terror, the Thermidorian Reaction, and the establishment of the Directory

Questions to Consider:

1. It has been said that France was a rich nation with an impoverished government. Explain this

statement. How did the financial weaknesses of the French monarchy lay the foundations of the

revolution of 1789?

2. Discuss the role of Louis in the French Revolution. What were some of Louis XVI’s most serious

mistakes? Had Louis been a more able ruler, could the French Revolution have been avoided? Or did

the revolution ultimately have little to do with the competence of the monarch?

3. How was the Estates General transformed into the National Assembly? How does the Declaration of

the Rights of Man and Citizen reflect the social and political values of the eighteenth-century

Enlightenment? What were the chief ways in which France and its government were reorganized in the

early years of the revolution? Why has the Civil Constitution of the Clergy been called the greatest

blunder of the National Assembly?

4. Why were some political factions dissatisfied with the constitutional settlement of 1791? What was the

revolution of 1792 and why did it occur? Who were the sans-culottes and how did they become a factor

in the politics of the period? How influential were they during the Terror in particular? Why did the sansculottes

and the Jacobins cooperate at first? Why did that cooperation end?

5. Why did France go to war with Austria in 1792? What were the benefits and drawbacks for France of

fighting an external war while in the midst of a domestic political revolution? What were the causes of the

Terror? How did the rest of Europe react to the French Revolution and the Terror?

6. The motto of the French Revolution was “equality, liberty, and fraternity.” How did the revolution both

support and violate this motto? Did French women benefit from the revolution? Did French peasants

benefit from it?

Important Terms, People, etc.

John Locke

Baron de Montesquieu

Jean Jacques Rousseau

Voltaire

The Enlightenment

Seven Years’ War

American Revolution

Estates General

three estates

Louis XIV

Louis XV

Louis XVI

Marie Antoinette

Jacques Necker

Charles Loménie de Brienne

Assembly of Notables

Estates General

National Assembly

Abbé Siéyès

Cahiers de Doléances (lists of grievances)

Tennis Court oath

Fall of the Bastille

National Constituent Assembly

Marquis de Lafayette

“Great Fear”

Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen

Constitution of 1791

Olympe de Gouges - Declaration of the Rights of Women

émigrés

flight to Varennes

Legislative Assembly

Jacobins

Girondists

sans-culottes

September Massacres

Paris Commune

Battle of Valmy

Old Regime

Reign of Terror

Maximilien Robespierre

Geroges Danton

Camilles Desmoullins

levée en masse

“Republic of Virtue”

Convention to de-Christianize France – Feast of Supreme Being

Thermidor

Committee of Public Safety

Thermidorian Reaction

Constitution of the Year III

Directory

1.  What made Napoleon such a successful military commander?

2.  How does Napoleon come to power in France?  What positions does he hold?

3.  What were the Napoleonic reforms and why are they significant?

4.  Briefly trace the battles of the Third Coalition and why they are significant?

5.  What was the Continental System and why is it important?

6.  Why does Napoleon invade Russia and what are the consequences of that invasion?

7.  How is Napoleon finally removed from power?

Notes From the other day

I. Background (i.e. setting the stage for the Emperor)

Napoleon Forges and Empire (1795-1799)

II. Napoleon Grasps the Power

A. Hero of the Hour

1. War against Austria (and Kingdom of Sardania)

2. British trade in Egypt

B. Coup d’Etat 

1. End of the Directory

2. Creation of Consuls

3. Second Coalition of Anti-French powers

4. Peace Treaty with all 3 nations

III. Napoleon Rules France

A. Leader of the Republic

1. Not Constitutional Leader

2. 1800 Plebiscite

B. Restoring Order at Home

1. Economy

a.  tax collection 

b. national bank

c. currency

d. state loans

2. Government

a. official appointments

b. corrupt officials

c. lycees

d. Napoleonic Code

1.

2.

3.

3. Religion

a. Official Catholics

b. concordat

c. retained church lands

C. Emperor in 1804

IV. Napoleon Creates an Empire

A. New World Territories

1. Saint Domingue 1801

2. port of New Orleans 1803

B. Conquering Europe

1. Netherlands

2. Italy

3. Switzerland

*Third Coalition (Britian, Russia, Austria, Sweden)

4. War over Confederation of the Rhine

5. Spain

1. Battle of Trafalgar 1805 

2. Destruction of French fleet

a.

b.

C. The French Empire (1807-1812)

Napoleon’s Empire Collapse

V. Personal

A. Napoleon II

1. Josephine

2. Marie Louise

B. Power

VI. Napoleon’s 3 Costly Mistakes

A. The Continental System (November 1806)

1. Blockades

2. War of 1812

B. The Peninsular War (1808) aka Iberian Peninsula War

1. Portugal

2. Spain

a. King

b. Catholic

c. Guerillas (1808-1813)

a. British

b. Germans, Italians, ect.

C. Russian Invasion (1812)

1. Alexander I

a. Battle of Borodino (Sept. 7, 1812)

b. Moscow (Sept. 14)

2. December Exodus

VII. Napoleon’s Downfall

A. Fourth Coalition

1. Leipzig (October 1813)

2. Parade in Paris (March 1814)

B. Napoleon abdicates (April 1814)

1. surrender

2. Elba exile

3. Louis XVIII - King

C. Comeback Fails

1. Louis XVIII unpopular

2. Elba escape (March 1, 1815)

3. Waterloo, Belgium (June 15, 1815)

a. British Army

b. Prussian Army

c. 100 days (June 17, 1815)

4. Exile again

a. St. Helena

b. dead in 1821

VIII. Legacy – longing for stability

