Test Debrief

Studies show that students benefit tremendously when they have an opportunity to review their exam after they take an exam.  In one of these studies, the author calls this process of thinking about your thinking “metacognition” (Flavell, 1976).  That is a long word but the idea of going over your test to review your thinking is the benefit of this activity.  In addition, too often when test are passed back students immediately compare their test to their neighbors in the class to find the correct answers.  There is little learning from your mistakes when you do this.  The focus of the test debrief is on your answers not what other students got on their test.  
Directions:  On a separate sheet of paper, follow the directions of the three parts below.  Include the name of the test in your title of the debrief. (for example, “Debrief: Chapter 1’)  You are only given a few minutes in class so use your time effectively.  If you do not finish you will have three Tutorials to come in and complete the Debrief.  Any student is welcome to come in during tutorial to review the test.  Finally, there is no talking.  If you have a specific concern about the test ask me directly or write it at the bottom of your Test Debrief.  
Part I:  Incorrect Answer Bank

1. Look at the scantron to identify and write the test number and the incorrect answer on one line (example, “1:A, 5:D, 18:E...”).  This is so that you only need to use the scantron once and in the event you need to come back during tutorial to finish, you have a record of all your missed answers in this bank.

Part II: Reviewing Individual Answers

1. For each wrong answer listed in Part I write the number of the question again and the correct answer.  
2. Explain in one sentence why the correct answer is the best answer.  You may need to look carefully at key words in the test question or at key words in the textbook.

Part III:  Overall Reflection

1. Explain in paragraph form how you prepared for the exam.  What patterns do you see in your incorrect answers?  For example, did you miss many questions with “EXCEPT,” did you struggle on sequential questions, or did you miss questions from a particular chapter or source?  End the reflection with an idea on what can you do about improving your test scores?  

Part IV:  That Sucks! (Optional)

1.  Identify one question that you felt you did not like for whatever reason and identify it with a big “That Sucks!” in the margin so I can easily see which question caused you such disappointment.  At the bottom of this section, you can explain why you think the question sucked.  Using “I” statements explain in no more than half a page and using quotes and page numbers from the textbook to support your answer. 

Part V:  Improvement

      1.   By accepting the option of debriefing your test you agree to come in to tutorial with your notes – 

cornell highlighted, and go over things you don’t understand with the teacher prior to the next test.
