In the Senate 115th Congressn2nd Session

   Senate Bill # 748
A Bill For An Act Entitled: Mandatory Minimum Sentencing
In the Senate

Date: 3/5/18
Senators writing the bill: Riley Carter introduced the following resolution which was referred to the Judiciary Committee and Civil Criminal Jurisprudence Committee.
Senate Proposal

Resolved by the U.S. Senate of the United States of America, that the following article is proposed as federal law under the jurisdiction of the United States of America, enforceable by Executive action.

1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled, that This 2. bill amends the Controlled Substances Act and the Controlled Substances Import and Export Act to eliminate drug 
3. offense mandatory minimum prison terms imposed on a defendant who imports, exports, manufactures, distributes, or 4. possesses with intent to distribute a controlled substance.  The bill also removes sexual offenses and rape crimes from 5. the list of mandatory minimums.
5. Section 1: Explanation of Terminology
6. The term sentencing refers to the time in jail 
7. The term mandatory minimum refers to the notion that means a person convicted of a crime must be imprisoned 8. for a minimum term, as opposed to leaving the length of punishment up to judges. 
9.  The term rape refers to unlawful sexual activity and usually sexual intercourse carried out forcibly or under 
10. threat of injury against the will usually of a female or with a person who is beneath a certain age or 
11. incapable of valid consent.
12. The term” sex offenses” refers to cases in which the primary sentencing guideline was in either: (1) Chapter 2, part A, 13. subpart 3 (which concerns sexual abuse and sexual contact offenses victimizing adults or minors), excluding failure to 14. register offenses;741 or (2) Chapter 2, part G (which concerns promotion of illegal sex acts involving an adult or 
15. minor, offenses involving travel to engage in an illegal sexual act, and child pornography offenses), excluding 
16. obscenity offenses not cross-referenced to the child pornography guidelines.7

17. Section 2 : Explanation of what the bill will provide for. . . 

18. Under current law, sentencing courts are required to issue minimum prison terms based on several criteria including 19. severity of the crime, previous convictions, and whether the infraction involved violence and/or firearms.  This bill 

20. will remove the minimum requirements for drug offenses, sexual offenses, and rape and leave the judges much greater 21. latitude in the determining the terms for convicted criminals.  It would allow the court to depart from the applicable 22. minimum term of  imprisonment if the court finds substantial and compelling reasons on the record that, giving due 23. regard to the nature of the offense, the history and character of the defendant, and his or her chances of successful 24.rehabilitation.  The bill will also create a study of the effectiveness of the legislation in 3 years which will reflect upon 25. the costs and benefits in terms of finances and whether or not crime increases or decreases. 
25. Section 3: Where would this bill take effect:
26 Under federal jurisdiction
27. Section 4: Governing body that will oversee the bill and its duties and how funded
28. Attorney General and the executive branch.  This bill is estimated to save the US Treasury 
29. Section 5. Penalty for non-compliance with the legislation:
30. N/A   A study will be conducted 3 years after the enaction of the legislation to determine the effectiveness of 

31. compliance. 
32. Section 6: Enactment Date:
33. 8/18/18
     ______________________________________ President’s signature
